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SIDELIGHTS ON ITALIAN LIFE
BY FREDERIC J HASKIN
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Rwnw Beforp the provinces of Italy
xv under one government
iiaB Q the country meant little more
than l geographic expression and

pare still so many differences in-

habits and languages that it is difficult-
to speak of the inhabitants as a whole
The from Piedmont may not be as
different from the Neapolitan as he is
from Frenchman but the dissimilarity Is almost as great In many

domestic habits of thehousewife of Florence are as strange
to the woman of Rome as are those ofa resident of London and the

of a Sicilian are as amusing to
of Milan as the behavior of an American

has its own styles
anfl quite as independent ofits neighbors as if they were foreign-
ers To suddenly unite this people un
der One government and make all class-es amenable to one code of laws was-a most difficult undertaking Great as
the obstacles were recognized to bethe Italians knew that unity not only
reduced the danger of their being dis

by the powers but afforded
them their only chance of welding an
other nation from the fragments ofthe old Roman empire While there aremany discouraging features connectedwith the reorganization the majority
undoubtedly join in the opinion thatthe coalition must be continued In theface Of all difficulties

The Burden of Taxation
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One thing which the people of unitedItaly share in common Is the burdenof heavy taxation for the state takesabout SO per cent of the income of thepeople which is larger proportionthan Is assessed by the government ofany other country Nothing escapes
taxation and land foodstuffs andother necessities of life are levied upon
most heavily Land assessments areeo high that the small owner hesitates to improve his property for fear

6on IS necessary Is shown by
fast that the land tax aloneafiiounts to 20 or 25 per cent and whenthe income tax is added to this it fre-quently runs as high ag 40 and 50 per-cent

Some of the rules of taxation are
For example in many

communes In the southern part of
saddle horse of the landlord

IS exempt but no provision
is to exclude the peasants
donkey Aside from the heavy drainupom land foodstuffs and personalproperty the government maintainsmonopolies of salt matches and to
bacco Armed guards patrol the wholelength of the seacoast to protect even
the water of the ocean from the peo
ple some of whom might manufacture salt by carrying off a bucket ofwaferand allowing it to evaporate Itti HEtrunusual to have two kinds oftaxes levied against one article Any
knd of public document or commer

has to be stamped and
evenLthe paper that must be used is
subject to an additional fee One mustpay for a railway ticket than
is marked on the face of It

Assessor Asks the Neighbors-
One of the worst features of thissystem of taxation is the method of

assessment There is no rule or orderto It An ignorant assessor comes to
the house looks over the furniture inquires how many servants ou keep
how many horses etc after this heinquires of your neighbors about your
habits and upon the informationgained In this haphazard manner he
makes an estimate of what your In
come Ought to be and fixes your as-
sessment accordingly It goes with-
out saying that by such a system he
blunders continually and rarely places
the valuation at anything like what
It should be Some families pay too
litUe while the majority of household-
ers areimposed upon A more

system could not possibly be in-
vented The returns for one commune
showed that where 1000 had been
raised by taxation it had cost 3500
to levy and collect the same

Agriculture has long been the maincurse of wealth in Italy and the bur
den of taxation falls on the people
who engage in this industry Wheat-
is principal crop but they are
unable to raise enough to feed the
population and large quantities are
imported every year Italy Is second
only to France as a wine producingcountry and leads both Austria andSpain In this respect Italian wine is
good for home consumption but Is

manafactured and does not
trat l well It Is only recently thatgrower could be induced to
adopt scientific methods to improve itsstrength and lasting qualities but

now beginning to contribute to theexport trade Most of the Italian wine
whfclL leaves the country is sent to

France where It is put
a process and converted into

wages of laborers and the
professional men In Italy are

verSJ303V The daily wage for skilled
from twentyfive cents to a

half while unskilled labor
rurifHrom twenty cents to a dollar In
some of the more prosperous parts of
thecountry farm hands receive better
pays Wit in southern Italy wages are
frequently as low as ten cents a day

case there are often ex
ira QEslderations in the way of tree
lodging To secure a government post

frequently work for one
for nothing Among all
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Two LightHearted Italians y

bassadors there are only a hundred
and ten who are paid more than two
thousand dollars a year

Where Poverty Is Mocked
The contrasts in Italian life standout sharply on account of the mode ofliving While large fortunes are few

one is impressed by the lavish show
made by those who possess even a
moderate income The rich live in suchproximity to the poor that the misery
of the latter is thrown into sharp re
lief The welltodo family will occupy
the first floor of a large house while
all around them upstairs and down
will be a congestion of poverty strickentenants under the same roof The rich
and poor not only live in the same
house but there is no quarter which Is
populated by one rank alone

Every district and every block hasIts division of classes the slumsreaching even to the gates of the royal
palace itself A poor family living in a
cellar with scarcely enough clothing to
hide their nakedness and barely enough
food to keep them alive can hardly escape a feeling of envy when splendid
carriages arrive and depart from theirvery doors and costly viands are served
so near that they can smell them No
wonder that anarchy breeds where theuneasy sleep of the poor is disturbed by
dance music for merrymakers who
revel while their neighbors starve

The Italian upperclasses have been
the subject of much comment because
they seem to have a dislike for any
kind of work except looking after land
The professions and commercial pur
suits are little frequented by those
who are referred to as the aristocracy
It Is considered more gentlemanly to
be idle than to engage In some honor
able pursuit and have an income The
manner in which the younger genera
tion Is brought up offers little hope of
improvement in this regard Parents
will not allow a boy to go to work if
they can possibly rake and scrape
enough to dress him smartly and main-
tain him as a loafr in cafes and a
hangeron at the theaters

the Mark
He gets nothing more than a

in the way of education but his
equipment for life is suposed to be am
pie if he turns out to toe a good dancer-
a crack shot and a good mount Itmay be convenient for him at time If
he Is also an expert card player The
worst result of the effect of this class
of Idlers is that the average Italian who
is poor and who sees these goodfor
nothing dandies swaggering around the
thoroughfares only wishes that he had
money enough to do the same thing
Instead of being filled with disgust at
the spectacle afforded by these social
leeches he strives to imitate them

Italians as a class have pronounced
gambling instincts The lottery and

course are universally patronized
The dull old town of Siena comes to life
on the occasion of the semiannual
horse race in the piazza This sport
ing event Is unlike anything known in
an American community There are
seventeen wards in Siena and each one
makes an entry in the contest A more
unsuitable place for a horse race could
not be conceived The course is over
cobblestones and turns two sharp cor-
ners Aside from these disadvantages-
one side of the street is lower than the
other The horses are ridden bareback
and each jockey carries a whip big
enough for a slave driver At each
corner a number of contestants invari
ably go down to defeat and disaster
but the populace Is fairly frantic at the
finish The excitement is so great that
the winner has to be protected

his friends and his enemies

Italians Have No Home

It Is significant that the word home
Is not contained in the Italian lan
guage This Is accounted for by the
fact that the people spend most of their
time in the streets Men women and
children go to the cafes to drink coffee
and gossip with their neighbors You
will be surprised to find people who
wear elegant clothes living in the
smallest and plainest of apartments
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They prefer t spend the major portion
of their income for outside display
rather than to invest in costly or even
comfortable furnishings for their habi
tation There is an Italian saying to
the effect that people can see what you
have on your back but no one can tellwhat goes into your stomach In ac
cordance with this argument the mem
bers of many a family parade in silkgarments and subsist on food as scantand plain as that affored by the lowerclasses

In many respects the social rules ofthe Italians are most exacting Theyare certainly victims of the visitingcard habit Introductions between menmust be followed by an exchange ofpasteboard on the spot and the manwho fails to leave his card at the homeof a married woman within fortyeighthours after he has been introduced issupposed not to know the firstments of good form The presentationmay have been of the most casual character he may not even have spoken toher beyond her name ashe raised his hat but even th doesnot excuse him from the obligation
One must also guard against payingmarked attention to a young lady lestthere be rumors of an engagementMen are expected to be exceedingly
cautious in making to unmarried girls but they can be less guardedin their speech to an Italian marriedwoman than if they were talking to anAmerican matron

Popularity of the Theatre-
At the theatre fully half of the boxesbelong to private individuals and thefamily attends the performance nightafter night They receive their friendsthere and a call on a lady in her boxis equivalent to a formal visit to herhome The theatre is the favorite pas

time of Italy It fe said that there isnot a single town In the country thatdoes not have a hall suitable for givingtheatricals Wealthy persons who arefamiliar with the performances in European centers will go to the smallesttheatre night after night and seem toenjoy the crude acting fully as muchas if they had never seen better Opera is performed everywhere
and all classes are familiar with the i

masterpieces The admission to thebest class of entertainment Is exceedingly cheap One can hear a good playfor fifty cents but the manner of charging Is different from that in ourtry You first pay for admission
after that you visit the boxes stand upor buy a seat as you prefer

The papers of Italy are very ordinary
They are not newspapers In the sense
of giving the news because more atten
tion Is paid to other things They aregenerally published to promote somepolitical or private Interest and derive
their revenue from subsidies instead offrom advertising and subscriptions as
In our country They have small circulations and make no impress on pub
lie life as do the publications of theUnited States No attention is given to

He who misses the best is a loser
whether he knows It or not
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accuracy In npfrting1 even news events
The accounts art so changed to meet
the reporters fancy that they read

more like fiction than chronicle The
pages fairly bristle with horrors and
there is a shiver in every line I am
sure that some extracts from thesequeer papers will be as amusing to my
readers as to those engaged in the
business

Suggestions for the Craft
Here is a suggestion for the American

headwriter Black Chronicle of
Deeds of Blood by Human Wild
Beasts If the feature writer on an
American pacer should turn in a two
column story about the experience of a
servant girl who lost an umbrella in an
omnibus wouldnt the editor sit up andsay things The young lady in charge-
of the society department may find
Rosecolored Transpirings a novelty

In referring to matrimonial
How is this for a wantad

An elderly gentleman possessed with
Ideal health an elevated soul and light
humor would be willing to alliance
himself to some spinster or widow who
has sufficient of that which smooths
the thorny way That fellow evident-
ly wants money but is too much of a
gentleman to say so right out

FREDERIC J HASKIN

THE SNAILS REPLY
Now Orleans Times Democrat-

I said to a snail In the pleasant wea
ther

Why do you dawdle along that way
Because Im never quite certain whether
Id rather go on or rather stay
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There may trouble ahead awaiting
There may be pleasure the while

And so I loiter along debating
The thing In a philosophical style

be

PERMANENTLY CURES
IGM COUGHS COLDS BROR3HITI-3QRE THROAT HOARSeNESS

DO NOT DELAY

is wonderful system of tubes and cells To have good
health it must be kept in good is considered of no

congestion of the lungs its dangerous character would be appre-
ciated When a cold makes its appearance use at once Ballards

which will speedily overcome it
WHOOPING COUGH and Require Prompt Action SNOW
LINIMENT to the throat and chest gives wonderful relief while
Ballards Horehound Syrup will rapidly the violent paroxysms of

IT IS THE ONLY COUGH REMEDY
POSITIVELY CURE WHOOPING COUGH AND GROUP

BEST FOR CHILDREN-
Mrs Mad Adams Goldthwaite Tex writes I have used Ballard

Horehound Syrup and find it the BEST medicine for croup coughs end
colds My children use it and it is pleasant to take and quickly cures

SAFE AND SURE Three Sizes 25c 50c 100
The Childrens Favorite Remedy Every Bottle Guaranteed

Ballard Snow Liniment Co St Louis Mo

SOLD AND RECOMMENDED BY

ALL DRUGGISTS

DONT WAIT FOR CONFERENCEH-
AVE

Do Your Dental Work Before

26J Main Street
Tel 1579K

Sign of Didnt Hurt a Bit Boy

THIS LABEL ON

EVERY LOAF

WE SHIP

AT ALL
GROCERS

IDAHO
UTAH

WYOMING
NEVADA

MADE IN A CLEAN BAKERY

ASTHiAA
WHOOPING COUGH AaND CROUP

Until the drain on system produces permanent disability The human
breathingmachinery
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CHANGE OF TITLED iv
Philadelphia Press

Well well there goes Miss Strong
When I saw her last she was posing as
a bachelor girl Thats her hobby

All thats changed how She dropped
that hobby for a hubby

I
<

Dr McLaughlin Forron Utah
Dear Doctor It Is with pleasure

that I write you a few lines to
to your memory the fact that

I bought a belt of you some five

fifteen years previous to that
with weak lungs and I think I
used 1000 worth of medicines with
little or no good results but your
belt cured me My object in writ
ing now is to procure similar treat
ment for a friend and you are at
liberty to print this letter as 1
want others to know that your
treatment will do for them what It
dId for me Very truly yours

JOHN J RHODES

years ago I had been troubled for
time

re-
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¬

¬
¬

Houston Post l

He said he did not fear the beesThey knew he was their friend
walked their hives each dayWith nothing to defendAnd sometimes would sit down on themBut he got stung in the end

EViNTUAL1 Y
+

If All You Who Are in Need of a Specialist Will Call on Me
First You Will Not Have So Many Doctor Bills to Pay

Thirty Years In Salt Lake
17 AND 18 ST ELMO HOTEL

MICROSCOPIC A ANALYTIC PHYSICIAN
The Old Reliable Specialist

Thirty Years Experience in the Treatment of Chronic Nervous Urinary and
r Diseases

WOMEN All diseases peculiar to Women successfully treated by the useofvegetable remedies and electricity No nauseous drugs
YOUNG MEN Suffering from the effects of youthful follies or indiscretions

and speedy cure Charges reasonable especially to poor Cures guaranteed
MEN There are with loss of power

too frequent evacuations of the bladder often accompanied by a slight smartingor burning sensation and weakening of the system in a manner patient cannot account for There are many men who die of this difficulty ignorant ct
the cause which Is the second stage of seminal weakness The doctor winguarantee a perfect cure in all such cases and a healthy restoration of thegenitourinary organs Consultation free Send for Question List free
All Casses of Fits Cured Tape worms removed with head or no pay
Corner Main and Third South streets St Elmo Hotel

STRONG-

MEN ARE

FULL OF

ELECTRICITY

WEAK r
MEN ARE
LACKING IN

ELECTRICITY

Do you want to
Be A Man
Among Idea
Write Today

Everybody
Admires and
Honors a
Strong Man
Are You

This Is a message to men It is to men who want to feel like men
to look like men and act like men This Is to men who lack courage
whose nerves are shaken whose brains are muddled ideas confused
sleep restless confidence gone spirits low and easily depressed who
are backward hesitating unable to venture because they are afraid of
failure who want somebody to deelde for them who are weak puny
restless It Is to men who have part or all of these symptoms and want
new life new force new vigor I offer it to In mywonderful

It has r2stored health and strength to thousands of weak men U
used as I direct it Is a positive cure and cannot fall It gives the vitallz
ing power of electricity without burning or blistering developing full
vigor It removes all the effects of dissipation forever

You put It on when you go to bed and sleep peacefully under the In-

fluence of its warming vitalizing power You awake full of ambition
with a healthy desire to tackle your days work Each day you gain
new life from it and soon begin to feel yourself a man among men Each

of weakness and your life la made happy by tho restoration of your old

DR We HIGGINS

Sexual

who are troubled Seminal Weakness Nervous Debility of
Aversion to Society Troubles Gonorrhea Strcture Syphilis or any disease of the Urinary Organs can here find a sate

sexual

Vigor of Youth

One

you

Dr Electric Belt

symptom or your trouble gradually disappears strength takes the place

health and vigor
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Prova city Utah
Dr McLaughlin

Dear Sir After a few weeks
use of your belt I am able to say
with pleasure that I am feeling
better than I have felt for a num-
ber of years post The annoying
symptoms of weakness that were
gradually getting worse and worse
are rapidly yielding to the Influence
of the electrical treatment and I
am well on the road to perfect
health Thanking you for what
you have dono for me I remain
yours very truly FRED PACK

¬

Wherever you are I think I can give you tho name of man In your
town that I have cured Just send me your address and tot me try This
is my twentyfourth year In tho business of pumping new vim into worn
out Humanity and Ive got cures in nearly every town on the map

Now dont delay Enjoy all the happlnecs you may In this world
You have none without health and strength

FREE BOOK Write me today c
for my beautiful Illustrated book IVi

cuts showing how my belt is 931 Slxtenth St Denver Col
applied full of good reading mat Please send me your book
t r for men who want to be Tho
Noblest Work of MAN
Enclose this coupon and I will send ADDRESS
this book sealed free

DR M B LAUGHLIN-
with

tree

GodA NAME

a


